Writing Like an ACE: A Guide to Academic Reading and Writing

Whenever you place information into the ACE model matrix, you must be clear on what type of information you’re writing and how it functions for the good of the paragraph. Below are some guides to help you determine what kind of information should go where. The list of types is not exhaustive. 

Assertion:

-Types: causes, correlations, opinions, your observations, and your suggestions.

-Function: Describe how this helps demonstrate your essay’s thesis statement.

-This is the only idea that you are trying to teach your reader in this paragraph.

-If there’s more than one idea, you need to have more than one ACE. If there’s nothing to 
argue, then it is likely not an assertion but commentary or evidence.

Evidence:

-Types: studies, definitions, images, quotations, others’ observations and suggestions.

-Function: Briefly note how you intend for this to help you defend your assertion.

-Remember, “All cited information is evidence; all evidence must be cited.”

-This is corroborated information, not your own ideas. Only when you’ve performed a 
peer-reviewed study may you cite your own work as evidence.

Commentary:

-Types: analysis, interpretation (e.g. “This means …”), elaboration, explanation.

-Function: How does this connect your evidence to the assertion? 

-No evidence should be placed here. 

-This is where you showcase your voice and understanding of the evidence and how it 
proves your assertion.

NB: Understand that most writers do not consciously write in this manner, but the best academic writing approximates this structure. If you use the ACE model to help you read others’ writing, you will find that authors can exercise significant freedom in and around this form. But you will quickly notice how even the best authors commit logical fallacies and fail to articulate their points in a compelling manner. The most rigid use of the ACE model will keep you from becoming such a writer.

Exercise: Use the ACE model to analyze the anatomy of the paragraph below. Citations have been removed so as not to give away the evidence. Use blue to color the assertion; green, the commentary; and red, the evidence. 
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